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What is KNN? 

• Finds the k nearest of instances and chooses the most common data 
class from the k entries. 

 



History 

• First used in the 1960’s 
 

• Diagnosis in 1980’s 
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Results 

• DeerHunter: 67%-70% 



Improvements 

• Distance calculation 

• Weight dimensions 

• Choose examples to add to data set 

• Fuzzy logic 



Examples 

• 2011 bankruptcy prediction: 81% 

• Image recognition 

• Tumor identification 

 



Summary 

• Simple classification method 

• Distance measurement most important aspect 

• Can be customized to data sets 

• Commonly used in a range of applications 


