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Service-‐oriented	  architecture	  (SOA)	  -‐	  So/ware	  design	  and	  so/ware	  
architecture	  design	  pa8ern	  based	  on	  discrete	  pieces	  of	  so/ware	  providing	  
applica=on	  func=onality	  as	  services	  to	  other	  applica=ons.	  This	  is	  known	  
as	  Service-‐orienta=on.	  

A	  service	  is	  a	  self-‐contained	  unit	  of	  func=onality,	  such	  as	  retrieving	  an	  online	  
bank	  statement.	  

The	  main	  benefit	  of	  SOA	  is	  to	  allow	  simultaneous	  use	  and	  easy	  mutual	  data	  
exchange	  between	  programs	  of	  different	  vendors	  without	  addi=onal	  
programming	  or	  making	  changes	  to	  the	  services.	  
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